
About us

The Cathedral Quarter High Street Heritage Action Zone 
is run by Gloucester City Council and funded by Historic 
England as part of its ‘High Street Heritage Action Zone’ 
scheme, a national heritage-led regeneration initiative. 
It is supported by the community through the Cathedral 
Quarter Partnership.

It follows the city council’s successful bid for £1.9
million to restore some of the architecturally significant 
buildings in the Westgate area of the City, bringing them 
back to their former glory along with a programme of 
activities and events to engage the local community with 
the heritage of the area.

Gloucester City Council are delivering the project on 
behalf of the Cathedral Quarter Partnership which 
involves a wide range of local organisations (listed to the 
left)

Our grant scheme

The scheme aims to preserve, restore and enhance 
historic buildings within the within the Cathedral Quarter 
zone, putting back lost historic details and getting empty 
buildings back into use. 

We’ve funded works to historic buildings up and down 
Westgate Street, including the Folk of Gloucester, Dick 
Whittington, and Fleece hotel among others. Look out 
for our banners on the scaffolding to spot out projects!

Events & cultural programme

Our Cultural events are delivered through a consortia 
of local heritage and cultural organisations led by 
Gloucester Culture Trust. Artists in residence have been 
appointed to lead local groups in a series of workshops 
and takeovers, bringing life and art to the streets. 
Recent events undertaken include Lego at the Folk, 
Windows Through Time, and Interactive Archaeology. 

Westgate Stories

As well as protecting the built heritage of the street, 
we’re also preserving its living memories. We’ve been 
running reminiscence sessions and workshops around 
the city talking to people about their memories of  
what Westgate used to be like. These are now being 
gathered for a presentation at Gloucester History Festival 
and permanent accession by Gloucestershire Archives.

Street scene

Finally, we’re working to improve the street scene in the 
Cathedral Quarter. This will enhance the setting of the 
historic buildings on Westgate Street allowing the High 
Street to be used for activities and events. We aim to 
make the street spaces more attractive, usable, and 
accessible for visitors, residents, and businesses. We’re 
looking at what changes we can make to do this, based 
on the results of consultation surveys and events held 
over the past year.

LOWER WESTGATE VEHICULAR DOMINANCE 
at present lower westgate street has two-way traffic narrowing to 
one-way adjacent to St Nicholas’ church. The church spire is dominant 
and there is some tired urban greening within the space.

Quay Street/WESTGATE STREET junction/Shire Hall            
the lower end of the partially pedestrianised street still feels very 
vehicular focussed despite having shire hall along it and being a 
key connection through to the Cathedral via college street.

KEY NORTH SOUTH CONNECTIONS
Both College court and Bull lane form key north south connections 
to bring people onto the high street and to connect them through 
to Gloucester Cathedral and the wider city.

The Gate streets junction/ markets
The existing junction with the other gate streets is very open and 
works well to support markets which take place on this part of 
Westgate street and encourage entry onto the street. 
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Westgate street scene

Westgate Street Scope area

HSHAZ  Area Boundary

Working with local people and partners, 

the Cathedral Quarter project is breathing 

new life into Westgate Street which is 

rich in heritage and full of potential, 

making it more attractive to residents, 

businesses, tourists and investors.

The Cathedral Quarter High Street 
Heritage Action Zone is run by Gloucester 
City Council and funded by Historic 
England as part of its ‘High Street 
Heritage Action Zone’ scheme, a national 
heritage-led regeneration initiative. It is 
supported by the community through the 
Cathedral Quarter Partnership.

It follows the city council’s successful bid 
for £1.9 million to restore some of the 
architecturally significant buildings in the 
Westgate area of the City, bringing them 

back to their former glory along with a 
programme of activities and events to 
engage the local community with the 
heritage of the area.

Gloucester City Council are delivering the 
project on behalf of the Cathedral Quarter 
Partnership which involves a wide range 
of local organisations.

We’re working to improve the 
street scene in the Cathedral 
Quarter. This will enhance the 

setting of the historic buildings 
on Westgate Street allowing 
the High Street to be used for 
activities and events. We aim to 
make the street spaces more 
attractive, usable, and accessible 
for visitors, residents, and 
businesses. We’re looking at 
what changes we can make to 
do this, based on the results of 
consultation surveys and events 
held over the past year.
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LOWER WESTGATE POCKET PARKS
Pocket parks with outdoor seating for gathering and rest, bringing 
together both ends of westgate street. Spaces surrounded by bio-
diverse planting bring climate resilience to the street.

QUAY STREET PLAY AREA
A dedicated space on the street for play and events, providing a 
meaningful social space for local communities to play and exercise 
outside.

URBAN ROOMS for rest
Space to sit and relax amongst nature within westgate street, to 
allow both the local community and visitors to escape from the 
hustle and bustle of the city.

OUTDOOR SPACE FOR BUSINESSES
Safe space on the street for businesses to provide outdoor seating 
for dining and shopping, increasing activity and interaction on 
the street, stimulating the local economy.

CATENARY ART & LIGHTING
a catenary will Provide space for art generated by local communities 
to be displayed with pride. this will sit alongside Lighting to 
illuminate westgate street at night increasing safety.

PAVING patterns and interpretation
Inspired by the historic wallpapers & patterns found on westgate 
street, subtle patterns could be added to the paving creating a 
unique identity, whilst also bringing colour, art & historic 
narrative to the street.

URBAN ROOMS for socialising 
Dynamic pockets within the street to gather with friends, chat, 
share food and socialise. The spaces are framed by trees and bio-
diverse planting.
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